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“Hudud” Law Continued

Let us quote the Quran for the use of this
word:

“Divorce may be retracted twice. The di-
vorced woman shall be allowed to live in the
same home amicably, or leave it amicably. It is
not lawful to take back anything you have given
her, unless the couple fears that they may
transgress God's laws, If there is fear that they
may transgress God’s laws, they commit no sin
if the wife willingly gives anything back. These
are God’s laws; do not transgress them. Those
who transgress God’s laws are unjust.” (2:229)
(Bold words are translation of “hudud'llah™).

We should note carefully that the passage
refers to laws of divorce. It does not refer to
any crime. One can wonder without end how
those Lrilliant jurists of old telt us that it refers
to crimes.

Let us fook out at another passage, the pun-
ishment for adultery:

“The adulteress and the adulterer you shall
whip each of them a hundred lashes. Do not
be swayed by kindness [rom carrying out God’s
law, if you truly believe in God and the Last
Day... However, if they repent afterwards, and
reform, then God is Forgiver, Most Merciful.”
(24:2.6) .

We should note three things in this passage.
First, the punishment applies equally to both
married and unmarried offenders, while the
“hudud” laws promulgated by the jurists make
a distinction between married and unmarried
offenders; death ‘ny stoning for the married,
and a hundred lashes for the unmarried. Sec-

nd, the difference between the “hudud” pun-
ishment and the Quranic punishment. Third,
again, consistently, the Quranic law provides a
merciful way out for repenters and reformers,

To climax the discussion, let us look at the
famous law for apostasy. The “hudud” law
stipulates death, whereas the Quran unambig-
uously proclaims and establishes absolute free-
dom of belief. Let us quote the Quran:

“I'here is no compulsion in religion; the right
way is indeed clearly distinet from error.”
{2:256)

“If your Lord had pleased, all those on earth
would have believed, all of them. Will you then
force men till they are believers?” (10:99)

The many Quranic pronouncements on this
momentous matter are so clear that they do
not need any elaboration. However, the up-
holders of the death punishment for apostasy
argue that the above verses were abrogated by
those verses that command believers to fight
and killed the disbelievers,

However, this argument is self-negating, be-
cause it is preposterous to suggest that God
changed His mind halfway through Quran!
The verses they refer to are those that came
down in times when the Muslims were at war
with the disbelievers: naturally the cnemy was
to be killed for being the cnemy, and not for
their disbelief.

Disbetief, whether occurring from the begin-
ning or later, will only be punished by God after
the Day of Judgment. This is because no man
can sit in judgment on another’s belief,

With these three examples, the reader should
be able 1o see for himself the vast differences

between the punishments mentioned in the
Quran and the “hudud” punishments. How do
we account for the differences? We leave it to
our religious scholars to explain to us.

So the predicament faced by the Federai Gov-
ernment over this “hudud” law, (which inci-
dentally is not PAS' [aw, but that of our ancient
jurists) is resolved by simply applying the two
golden rules of punishments given in the
Quran.

We can be absolutely sure that Prophet Mu-
hammad applied the laws of the Quran closely
during his time. As to large discrepancies
found between the Quran and the accounis of

* what he was supposed to have done in terms

of punishments, 1 am content to leave to our
scholars to answer. As they say, history is often
written by the victors. Maybe it is, in this case!

As to question whether solving the “hudud”
dilemma by recourse to the Quran, and there-
fore, defeating PAS in its own game, so o
speak, makes Maiaysia an “Islamic” country,
the answer is: does it matter? Islam as a uni-
versal systems giving justice to all our citizens
is surely welcome. But this [slam must be freed
from its theocratic shackles. Our religiously-
enlightened Prime Minister, among all our
leaders, is best placed to achieve this.

We hope he will do it

Kassim Ahmad
Penang, Malaysia

[Excerpted from the New Straits Times,
Saturday, December 4, 1993]
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They Turn Back on Their Heels
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As for the idols they set up beside
GOD, they do not create anything;
they themselves were created. They
are dead, not alive. Moreover, they
have no idea how or when they will be
resurrected .

Your God is one God. As for those
who do not believe in the Hereafter,
their hearts are denying, and they are
arrogant (16:20-22)

God Almighty commanded us to 1)
worship Him alone, 2) recognize that He
is the only Master and King, and 3) obey
His laws and follow them accordingly.
These are the primary objectives of our

creation. Everything else is secondary.
Unfortunately, the human being has the
tendency of always Iidolizing someone
else beside God. For example, the over-
whelming majority of Christians idolize
Jesus against his will. Almost all Muslims
idolize Muhammad, Jews exalt count-
less Rabbis and follow man-made teach-
ings and so do the majority of the other
denominations and sects. Some praise
Baha'ullah, Buddha, Saint Jude, Mary,
Ali, Joseph Smith, Ghulam Ahmad, Elijah
Muhammad, and the list goes on. That is
not surprising to the sincere students of
the Quran, since God teaches us that the
majority of thase who believe will fall into
Idal worship (12:1086).

Most "Muslims" do not have a clear
definition of idol worship, even though
the Quran gives many examples of idols,
from messengers, saints, spouses and
children, to business, money, ego and
so on. According to them, idol worship
is synonymous to worshiping statues. it

Thisiswhattheysay:

is clear from the verses at the beginning
of this article that idols can be living
creatures who die and who will be resur-
rected. The majority of idols are almost
always dead prophets, messengers, rab-
bis, scholars or saints. One of those un-
fortunate groups of people who put a
human belng over their Creator are
today’s Muslims.

As we can see from the quote published
below, many who cali themselves
"Muslims" follow something that is com-
pletely different from what the last
Prophet brought and taught.

The following blasphemies appeared for
three months in a row starting October
1993, in Manar_Al-Sabil, the largest
“Muslim" publication in the U.S. Upon
careful reading, it becomes obvious that
the corrupted "Muslims* have turned
back on their heels, precisely as the
Quran has prophesied in 3:144,
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’FCopy of a page of the blasphemous article which appeared in Manar As-Sabeel (Vol 2, No. 4).

Sunnah: The Way of Prophet

No system would be considered
penuine and authentic unless its
sources were verifigd as o their
origin. No person would be con-
sidered trustworthy without some
verification. Today banks request
new applicants to presenl two
forms of identification. Many

stores secept personal checks
only when accompanied with two
forms of identification. Compa-
nies require resumes by recom-
mendations from job applicants
for verilication,

Major Sources of Islam

Islam also rests on lwo major
sources: the Qur'an and the Sun-
nah as revealed 1o Prophet Mu-
hummud (phuh). No other per-
sonality has been so intenscly
critiqued and viciously mabigned,
despite his gepuine uprightness
and impeecable churacler. Proph-
¢t Muhammud’s (pbuh) mission
has enjoyed so much suceess de-
spite repeated atlempls o disered-
itit. Historically, his messsge has
been the maost successtul. Scien-
titicully the Que’an and the Sup-
nah are replete with truths that
science only recently has ac-
knowledged and conlirmed.

While the miracles ol all other
prophews (i.e, Abraham, Moses,
Jesus, etc.) have been unygues-
tioningly sccepied by the masses,
for some reason, the mirscles of
Prophet Muhammad {pbuh) arc
mereilessly questioned. Unlortu-
nately, most people fuil w realize
that while miracles ol previous
prophels were buried with time,
the gresiest miracle of Pro hel
Mutammad (phuh) - the Qur'un -
lives today and will continue o
do so till the Day of Judgment.
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Qur'an and Sunnah;
Indivisible

Having chosen Prophet Mu-
hammad’s (pbuh) message 10 be
the fast message, Alah in His Di-
vine Wisdom declared it to be
universal and decided w0 preserve
this Final revelstion (Le. the
Qur'an and the Suanah) for al) of
mankind in its original unaltered
form. “We huave” proclaims
Allah, “without doubt sent down
the mesyage (i.e. the Que'an and
the Sunnah), and We will assor-
edly guard it (from corrup-
tion)."pps@)  In this ayah, the
word dhikr (i.c. the message) re-
fers to what Allah sent down lo
Prophet Mubammad (phuh) as a
reminder of the message which
had come to previous prophels,
More specilically, this undoubl-
cdly refers 1o both the Qur'an and
the Sunnab of Prophet Muham-
mad (pbuh). This fact is [urther
supporled by another Qur’anic
ayah where Allah refers 1o the
Sunnah as dhikr (ic. the mes-
saye). “We bave sent down unto
you the message (ie. the Sun-
nah),” Allah explains, “so that
you may explain clearly to people
what hus ulrcady been senl to
them (i.e. the Qur'an)."[t6:44)

Thus the Sunnih was also sent
down as @ revelaion. Its muin
objective was to L.xpl.un clearly”
or to further clarity the Qur’anic
message,

From the above, one can clearly
see that the Quor’an and the Sun-
nah are very closely reluted in that
their arigin is Alluh. However,
while the Qur'an is the message
of Altub in the words of Attah,

Muhammad Mg ez s

the Sunpah is the message of
Allah but in the words of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh). Thus, the
erm dhikr refers to the message
of hoth the Qur'an and the Sun-
nah. As such, when Allab declares
“We have without doubt sent
down the message and We will
assuredly guard it (from corrup-
tion}, (15:9) it aflirms, that Alkah
will sufeguard both from any cor-
ruption. Indeed, history wstilies 10
the wremendous hard work thut our
Islamic scholars put forth to pro-
tect the Qur'an and the Sunnah in
its original and pristine form.
Corruption of Previous
Revelalions

Before the coming of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), many proph-
ets had been commissioned by
Allah 1o safeguard their revelation
from being defiled by human
opinion and judgment.

From Adam o Jesus they were
required to spread the message of
Islam. Part of this message de-
scribed that there would cventually
be a finul prophet whose name
would be Ahmad or Mubhsmmad
(pbuh). These prophels were 10
fumiliarize their people with his
specific characieristics, Their peo-
{)Il s were respectfully asked 1o be-

teve in him and help him 1o victo-
ry if they were alive when he
would come forth.

Once the prophet of a given peo-
ple passed wway, the people were
to take the responsibility of safe-
puarding the message. They were
to work diligently and abide by is
principles and guidelines. Howey-
er, a% time passed worldly pleas-
urcy began Lo entertain and preoc-
cupy the people more snd mode.
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Here are some points that need to be

answered:

(39:29).

(Quran). Are they the same? Praise be
to GOD; most of them do not know

They say:

sent down as a revelation.
Its main objective was to
“explain clearly” or further
clarify the Qur'’anic message.

Thus the sunnah was alsol|

This is what God Almighty says:
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These (Quranic verses} are God’s reve-
lations that we recite to you truthfully. In
which Hadith (narration) other that God
and His revelations do they believe? (45:6)
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Among the people, there are those who
uphold baseless Hadith (narration), and
thus. divert others from the path of God
without knowledge, and take it in vain.
These have incurred a shameful retribu-
tion (31:6).
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Shall I seek other than God as a source
of law, when he has revealed to you this
book fully detailed? ... (6:114)

Simitarly, when God gave the Muslims
a clear scripture {the Quran), they ulti-
mately say that it is not clear and it needs

1) The only verification that we need is
the Quran.
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And when you preach your Lord,
using the Quran alone, they run away
in aversion {17:46).

2) Islam rests on only one source ac-
cordlng to our Creator.
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GOD citesthe example ofa man who
deals with disputing partners (Ha-

dith), compared to a man who deals
with only one consistent source

While there is only one source of
Quran, there are various different
sources of Hadith, Sunnah, Figh, ljma
etc. Some are known only locally, some
are regional and some are internationally
known.

For example, a sunnahthat is practiced
in Somalia may be different from the one
that is practiced in Turkey or Indonesia.
The one that is practiced in Saudi Arabia
may be different from the one practiced
in Iran. Not to mention the Indian and
Pakistani versions. Incredibly, the
“Muslims" fell into the same trap in which
the children of Israel had fallen. When
God told the children ofIsrael to sacrifice
a heifer, a clear and straightforward com-
mandment, they defiantly guestioned
God's order (2: 67»71}

to be supplemented. For example, God
describes how to perform ablution
(wu'du) in four steps (5:6), but they
added 3 to 5 extra steps depending on
their sect.

3) We know that modern science ac-
knowledged the Quran’s scientific
truths:

a) The earth is egg-shaped (39:5, 79:30)
b) The earth is not standing still; it moves
(27:88)

¢) The sun is a source of light, while the
moon reflects it (10:5, 25:61, 71:16)

d) The proportion of oxygen diminishes
as we climb towards the sky (6:125)

e) The "Big Bang Theory" is confirmed
(21:31)

f) The "Big Crunch"is confirmed (21:104)
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g) The "Expansion of the Universe The-
ory" is confirmed (51:47)

h) The universe started out as a gaseous
mass (41:11)

i} Evolution is a fact; within a given spe-
cies, evolution is a divinely guided pro-
cess (21:30, 24:45, 32:7-9, 18:37, 15:28-
29)

j) The man’s seminal fluid decides the
baby’s gender (53:45-46).

Moreover, God has provided the awe-

and if all humans and jinns loan each
other a hand, they can never produce
anything like it (17:88). It is the perpetual
miracle of Muhammad. Unfortunately,
the most ardent enemies of
Muhammad’s miracle, those who "mer-
cilessly questioned" it, are those who call
themseives followers of prophet Muham-
mad!

5) Quran is the "dhikr" or the reminder
and God guarantees its preservation.

some mathematical miracle within the ,,_
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that He Is the sole author of the book.
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What are the scientific truths in Hadith JM“LLJVWJ\J"ML%QL #C-':'"'-@;

and Sunnah that science has acknowl-
edged?

4) The mathematical miracle of the
Quran proves that Quran is from God,

Absolutely, we have revealed this
message (dhikr), and absclutely, we
will preserve it (15:9).
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S (Saad), and the Quran that con-
tains the message (dhikr) (38:1).

To say that the word "dhikr is refaring
to Quran and the Sunnah is a deliberate
manipulation of the truth.

The Quran and Sunnah are uncompar-
able and they come from two completely
different sources. The source of the
Quranis God Almighty, the source of the
Hadith and Sunnah, according to the
Quran, Is"humanand jinndevils" (6:112).

Mahmoud Abib

RESOLVING THE
“HUDUD” LAW DILEMMA

Now that the PAS-controlled Kclantan State
Assembly has passed the so-called fixed laws
(hudud) of the Syariah (see S.I., Jan. 94 issuc
— Ed), the Federal Government has to state
whether that law is legal or not on the light of
the Federal Constitution.

If it says “no,” then PAS can fault the Federal
Government with hindering it to carry out [s-
tamic law. On the other hand, #f the Federal
Government says “yes,” then the Federal Gov-
ernment stands accused of not carrying out
Istamic law in States under its control. Thus, it
seems, PAS is going to have it both ways.

The Federal Government is indeed in a di-
lemma. To resolve it in a principled way, it has
to state clearly whether Malaysia is a secular or
an “Islamic” State. We have put the word “Is-
famic” in inverted commas because there is no
agreement on the concept of an Islamic State
among Muslims.

The UMNO-led Federal Government cannot
oppose Istamic laws for obvious rcasons. bul
the UMNO leaders, being religiously more en-
lightened pecple, are not happy with sigid and

some times archaic Jaws promulgated by
Muslim medieval jurists 1,000 years ago. How-
ever, they cannot say this out aloud. Hence,
their dilemma.

While we sympathize with them, we are un-
able to help them, unless they are prepared to
help themselves. The way out of this embarrass-
ment is quite simple, It is to go back to the
Quran, which is the only indisputable book of
guidance for the Muslims. For punishments of
all crimes, the Quran gives two golden rules.
Firstly, punish accordingly to the severity of the
crime, that is, the biblical principle of an eye for
an eye. a tooth for a tooth, This is stated in many
verses; oné of them goes like this:

“They (the believers) encounter aggression
wilh an equivalent response, [lowever, those
who pardon and conciliate receive a better re-
ward from God; God is never unjust.” (42:40)

This is a just principle and may also be called
the principle of cquivalence.

The sceond principle given by the Quran is
higher (han the principle of justice. It is higher
than justice in the sense that justice requires
retaliation. which is painful. The principle that
forgoes punishment is none other than the prin-
ciple of merey. Now, merey is @ major attribute
of God. About s merey, God says in the
Cruran: “lle hd\ (ud.lumd wery ot LHlimsell”

(6:12). So the second rules of punishment is
punishment in accordance with mercy.

Again, typical of the Quran, its grand teach-
ings are almost always repeated several times.
As the reader can see, the verse cited above
coataining the first principle also gives the sec-
ond principles.

That being so, that Islam gives two universal
principles of punishment for all crimes, how is
that we have this so-called fixed punishments
for certain crimes?

The answer is simple. History has handed
them down 10 us. Are we to question history?
Who knows in these times of great uncertainty”?
But we should keep in mind the saying that
history is often written by the wvictors.

However, we can examine the Quran for the
use of this word “hudud,” which is the plural
form of the word “hadd” meaning “boundary”
or “limit.” This word is used 14 umes in the
Quran. and, strange to say, none of them refers
o punishments, fixed or otherwise. The word
refers to the general concept of himits as in the
sentence, “Do not go beyond limits.” The word
“limits” here refers to metaphorical rather than
physical  boundarics.

Continued in the next page
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