
O children ofAdam, we haveprovidedyou 
with garments to coveryour bodies, as well 
as for luxury. But the best garment is the 
garment of righteousness. These are some 
of God's signs, that they may take heed. 
[7:26] 

G o d  hasgiven everybody different qual- 
ities. He has also provided some  people 
more than others. Some have become so 
self-indulgent that they spend much time 
and money  on whatever they think will 
improve their appearance. This k i d  of 
superficial beauty is worthless unless it  is 
accompanied by other qualities. Those 
other qualities must include the correct 
perspective about who we are, who our 
Creator is, and what our real goal in this 

temptation of physical beauty. Joseph 
life is. We  read in Sura  Joseph  about  the 

fled the household of the person who had 
hued him and spent years in prison rather 
than succumb and violate God's laws. I 
recently heard from a former colleague 
who told me she was terminated because 
she didn't dressappropriatelyfor  therich 
clients  who  used the services  of  her 
agency. 
What happens when the youthful beauty 
thissociety values so much turns  to gray 
hau,  and  there is no  longer the youthful- 
ness,vitalityandvigorexpectedofyouth? 
Believers  know that the qualities of righ- 
teousness, steadfastness, and persever- 
ance are  the inner qualities that really 
matter. The other type of beauty is  only 
skin-deep and may reflect an inner ugli- 
ness. How much better to match good 
looks  with an unfaded inner beauty. Peo- 
ple can change their personality and way 
of thinking. God gives us steps in the 

Is Beauty Only  Skin Deep? 

nourishing their soul, the real  person 
which will last through all eternity. Here than others, Those who are given plenty God has provided for  some of you more 
are some verses from  the Quran  to  reflect would never give their properties to their 

subordinates to the &ent ofmaking them 
Whatever you are given is no more than partners. Would they  give up God's bless- 

possesses is far better and everlasting, for  
temporary material of this life. What God ings? [16:71] 

fhose who believe and tmsf in their Lord. illusion and while the abode ofthe 
The life of this world is no more than 

[42:36] Hereafter is f a r  better for the righteous .... 
O people, we created you  from the same (6321 
male and female, and rendered you dis- 
tinctpeoples and tribes, that you may rec- 
ognize one another. The best amongyou in  Frank Yeargin 
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A Pertinent Question From the Quran: 

What is Wrong With Your Logic? 

M a n y  Muslims grew up with the  tradi- 
tional understanding  that Islam rests on 
four sources: thc Quran (God's scrip- 
ture) ,  hadith and  sunna (prophet 
Muhammad's savines and  traditions), 

other  three  sources are less well known to 
the general public, and for good reason. 
Growing up in traditional Muslim socie- 

hadith here and another hadith there,  but 
ties, the average person is exposed to a 

,.. , -  most never see, let alone study, the actual 
11ma or the consensus of  the scholars, and books of had;th, for 'iima and 
qiyasoranalogyforan~hingelsethatWas thesearenotforthefaintofheart,foronly non-existent  during  the  time of the t ~ e ~ u r ~ s t s ~ ~ ~ u n ~ e r s t a n ~ t ~ e m , ~ u s ~ i m s  
prophet,inthat  order.Thesefoursources are taught that than individual du. 
have suPPosedlY been studied e*aus- ties such as salat, zakat, fasting and  the 

would not contradict the others, let alone ,,fthe scholars, is a dutv  ofthe cornmu- 
tively  by the Islamic scholars so that one like, most religious matters are the re&,, 

~ . .  

these hadiths were collected some two 

prophet's  death.  They  are essentially 
centuries to four  centuries  after  the 

words  and  actions attributed t o   t h e  
prophet  Muhammad long after  he was 
gone. Many of these hadiths were recog- 
nized as fabrications to legitimize certain 

Hence,  the Muslim's ignorance of what 
political views and conditions at  the time. 

worse  by  their  acceptance of human- 
the Quran really teaches is made even 

made injunction that often contradicts 
the Quran  and itself. 

contradicting itself. Because of this asser- to live according to ;eli@ous gnide. 
tion by the scholars, very few if any lines. However,  once a scholar in the 

than a few at a time on a 
It is not very often that  one  encounters 

Muslims ever question the validity of this community undertakes  the  duty of study- 
claim. This is not a phenomenon  unique ing the religion, other people in the given subject, because of their conflicting 
to  the Muslims. Other communities have are no longer required to labor in nature. The following example,  however, 
fal1en into the Same trap. Many people the subject. They are even led  to believe posting in one of the many Islamic bulle- 

is an exception. It is quoted from arecent 

end "p following in their parent's 'Oot- that God will reward them 
stepsbliidlywhenit comes  to  religion,for H~~~~ the power scholars in 
this is a human tendency. era "information superhighway." The traditional Islamic societies. original author of this posting was appar- 
The QUIan is by far the most widely The  real  reason  to  keep  the Muslim ently trying to enlighten other "netters" 
known book in the Islamic world, In a masses  relatively ignorant of the human- on the virtue of eating and drinking the 
SenSe that People read it and made  sources is that  they are full of con- 'Islamic'  way, using the hadith as a refer- 
memorize it bY heart in its Arabic ori& tradictions. If one studies the whole col- ence. The readers can judge for them- 

This not to Say that  study lections of hadith, even the so-called six selves whether enlightenment or confu- 
it and understand its content, because ‘sahib,' or genuine, hadith of Bnkhari, sionwillresdt upon readingthe following 
many do not. They believe that  reading Muslim, Abu  Daud, Timidzi,  Ibn Majah quote: 
the Quran in Arabic is a pious act, even if and a l - ~ ~ ~ ~ , i ,  these will 
they do not what is being qnickly become  apparent. The same can read. This belief comes from the hadilk, be Prophet the zamlam 

1. From Ibn Abbas, he said, "I gave 

of the shiite's ofhadith water,  and he drank it while  standing 

In fact, it contradicts the Quranic  verses Muhammad  al-~usi  and  al-Murtada up" (Bukhari & Muslim). 

just  the same. tin boards on the Internet, the 

=d has no basis whatsoever in the  Quran. from al-~ulaini, Ibn Babuwayh, Jaafar 

continued on the nextpage 
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You shall disregard them andtheirfabrica- 
lions. This is to let the minds of those who 
do not believe in the Hereafterlisten tosrtch 
fabrications, and accept them, and thus 
q o s e  their real convictions.” (6:112-3) 
Finally, we should reflect on the wisdom 
of having one consistent source in the 
Quran-abookfullofexamplesandwith- 
out any ambiguity- as  opposed  to relying 
on multiple, conflicting sources as  do  the 
majority of Muslims. 

the best hadith (ahsan‘al hadith); a book 
“God has revealed  herein (in the Quran) 

people every kind of example in this Quran, 
that is consistent .... We have cited for the 

that they may take heed. An Arabic Quran, 

righteous. God cites the example of a man 
without any ambipi& that they may be 

who deals with disputing parfners, com- 
pared  to a man who deals with only one 

Praise be to  God; most of them do not 
consistent source. Are they the same? 

know.” (39:23,27-9) 

Gahrt S. Adisoma 

s. From  Anas,  from the Prophet 

while standing up.  Qatadah  said, 
(pbuh).  he  forbade  anyone  drinking 

“Then I asked  Anas: ‘what about eat- 
ing?‘ Anas said, ‘Eating while stand- 
ing  is  even wora’“ (Muslim). 

6. From Abu Hurairah, he said, “The 

not any of you  ever  drink  while  stand- 
Messenger  of  God  (pbuh)  said: ‘Do 

ing, if you  forget (so that  you  drink 
while standing)  immediately make 
yourself  throw up”’  (Muslim). God did not impose any  hardship in reli- 

gion. How we eat,  drink,  sleep etc. are left “These are God’s revelations that we  recite 
N o t e  how the origiaa1 author Of this open tousbecause  theyvaryfromculture to you f?UthfUlly. I n  which hadith other 
Posting  singled Out the last two to  culture  and from one situation to  an- than God and His revelations do they be- 
quoted above asthe‘correct’ Of eat- other. The  Creator only enjoins us to  re- lieve?” (456) 
ing  and drinking, hoping to ignore the 

diths he  quoted  earlier. If, instead of 
obvious contradictions with the four ha- 

being enlightened, the  readers  are as con- 
fused as I am after reading the posting 
above, congratulations! Anyone who uses 

that  prophet Muhammad would never 
his God-given common sense will know 

issue  such contradictory statements, let 
alone those without any basis from the 
Quran. Unfortunately, the majority of 
Muslims are still fast asleep  and would 
not recognize that  there  are problems in 
following these  man-made religious in- 
junctions. 
It is high time for the Muslims to wake up 
and smell the coffee, as  the saying  goes. 

(12:ll l)  

oppressed. It was this trading away  of 

Satan-inspired regulations that  caused 
God’s revelations  for  human-made, 

the  Muslims’  downfall.  Indeed,  the 
Muslims have a treasure in their hands, 
yet they have been  duped  to  trade it away 
for a cheap price. This is precisely the 
point of prophet Muhammad’s anguish 
and disappointment on the Last Day- as 
recorded in the truehadith (narration) - 
when he will  say, “My Lord, my  people 
have desefled this Quran” (2530). 

as the only hadith from Him. 
%mong the people, there  are those who 
uphold baseless hadith (lahw‘al hadith), 
and thus divea othersfrom thepath of God 
without knowledge, and  take it in vain. 

tion.” (31:6) 
These have incurred a shameful retribu- 

“...This  is  not  fabricated  hadith; this 

provides the details of everything, and is a 
(Quran) confirms all previous scriptures, 

beacon and mercy for those who believe.” 

member Him  before we eat  and drink, 

to us, as we learn  from  His proven words 
and to  be appreciative of His provisions 

in the Quran. He gave us the ultimate 
proof of the Quran’s divine source in the 
form of a mathematical pattern which 
pervades the whole fabric of the book. 
Hence, when He says that the Quran is 
the only source of religious guidance and 
nothing shall abrogate it, the Muslims 
should say, “We  hear,  and we  obey.” 
After all, God Himself asserts that the 
Quran is complete, fully detailed and 
leaves out nothing. This is the only source 
of r e l i~ous  guidance as any open-minded 

Why did God allow this innovation to 

the invention of hadith is a way to expose 
happen? We learn from the Quran that 

Hereafter.  They will eagerly accept these 
those who do not really believe in the 

Satanic whispers, and hence show their 
trueconvictions.At thesame time, believ- 

fabrications. 
ers  are commanded  to  disregard these 

‘We have permitted the enemies of every 
prophet-human and jinn devils-to in- 
spire in each otherfancy words, in order to 
deceive. HadyourLord willed, they would 
not have done it. 

person will Fonchde, after kreful study, 
and in it there is no contradictions (please 
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