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Conference continued

Amir Kia spoke next on the theme of
patience, We must have patience with
our families and with those around us,
All we can do is resort to paticnce with
those with different beliefs, We know
that the heavens and the earth are about
to shatter at the thought that God has
begotten a son, but we must realize that
the heavens and earth were created for
those who truly believe so that they might
have a second chance. The true believers
are a very small minority. If we have pa-
tience with differing beliefs, shouldn’t we
have patience with one another? We are
too small to allow little things to divide
us. We must keep our level of cnergy up
by supporting each other,

Gurnaib Singh entitled his talk, “God
controls everything.” There are two cat-
egories of control —onc for man, another
for everything else. Man should use his
brain to verify the information he re-
ceives, although the majority simply ac-
cept what they’re told. Gurnaib then gave
data on the moon, as representative of
the rest of the universe. Especially inter-
esting was the fact that because of their
positions in the solar system, the sun and
the moon appear to be the same size, and
during an cclipse the moon can totally
block out the sun. Closer or farther away,
this wouldn’t work. “The sun and the
moon are perfectly calculated.” [55:5]

Emily Elkadi talked about cats, and
passed on some fascinating facts. The
purr sound which cats make is a mystery
to man. “...you do not understand their
glorification.” [17:44] Cats were revered
in ancient Egypt. But some culturcs view
them as representations of Satan, and
they were frequently burned with
witches. The physical makeup of the cat
is interesting. They have excellent sense

of smell and acute hearing. Their ears
have 19 muscles to move the car all
around. Their inner ear helps balance for
climbing, jumping and landing upright
after a fall. Their spines are very flexible
for stretching and turning. Their eyes are
7 times more sensitive to light which al-
lows them to sce in very low light and a
structure in the back of the eye reflects
light back, which causes the appearance
of the eye glowing in the dark.

Hajj Panel—questions: 1) Difficulty of
getting a visa. The answer was to remem-
ber God is in control. If He wants you to
go on Hajj, He will make things easy for
you. 2) Animal sacrifice. You can buy a
voucher which guarantees an animal sac-
rifice which will be canned or frozen and
sent to the poor. Some feel strongly that
you need to sacrifice your own animal.
22:36. Tt may come down to what feels
right for the individual. 3) Prayer. Tradi-
tional Muslims tend to shorten and com-
binc prayers, which end up with the cor-
rect number of rak’s. You may want 1o
pray in your room as much as possible. 4)
A pamphlet telling us what to do? The
Saudi government has one which says
you do not have to go to Medina,

Carl Skinner reported on a visit to Chris
and Linda in England and a meeting
there with Jehovah’s witnesses. Carl was
impressed with Chris” composure and his
delivering the message in a simple man-
ner —“a word to the wise is sufficient.”
God guides those who will to be guided
6:75-79. We only plant the seed; we can’t
make it grow. He reminded everyone to
be humble, not arrogant, be able to say
“I'm sorry.” Keep calm in group discus-
sions —Satan thrives on personal argu-
ment. He suggested striving for better
dialogue within our communities,and
more dialogue between communities,
Four steps to problem solving: 1)identily

the problem; 2)suggest solutions; 3)work
out the solutions; 4)have the right
attitude.

Daud Watts talked about the mathcmat-
ical structure to the Quran—that num-
bers arc alive and submitting. He was
very excited by the mathematical seminar
preceding the conference, and he re-
layed a personal discovery involving sura
85, verses 21 and 22,

Edip Yuksel talked about critical think-
ing. He explaincd how critical thinking
starts with asking questions and develops
ina free environment. He said our under-
standing of the Quran is diverse because
of our backgrounds, wishes, and agen-
das, making the communication some-
times difficult amongst ourselves. He
suggested that the conference should be
used to communicate and discuss our
problems, and that we should not take
things personally, He warned the com-
munity saying that we are not immune
from idolizing the messenger, and also
that this community will likely repeat his-
tory. He was also concerned about what
he considered some people’s playing
with numbers, and suggested that we
should develop a criterion to separate
“glass” from “diamonds.”

Mahmoud Abib’s talk was perhaps the
high point of the conference. Inviting au-
dience participation, Mahmoud read
wonderful verses from the Quran in
praise of God, and askcd questions from
the Quran. Everyone enjoyed the “Zikr”
(commemoration). He called this “Inter-
active Zikr.” It was straightforward, con-
cise, and uplifting.

Reports on the conference and the
presentations will be continied in the
coming issues, God willing.

In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
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Learning to Communicate:

Pcrhaps one of the least appreciated,
and most taken for granted gifts which
God, Most Gracious, has provided us
with is the pift of language. Until very
recently there was almost unanimous
agreement among specialists in the field
that children’s ability to learn to commu-
nicate was just a simple learning process
and that there was nothing mysterious,
innate or extraordinary about it. It was
beliecved that young children learn to
speak their mother tongue the same way,
for example, that they learn to tie their
shoelaces: by observing, imitating, prac-
ticing, being corrected and adjusting their
performance to match adult perfor-
mance.,

Beginning in 1953, Noam Chomsky
(MIT) and others did extensive studies in
the area of children’s langunage acquisi-
tion. These studies revealed a number of
aspects of the language learning process
in children that simply could not be ex-
plained by the prevailing theory that ac-
quisition of language was just another
routine learning process. Here are some
of those puzzles that called into question
the tradition “learning by imitation” view
of language development:

1. All children learn the basic structure
and vocabulary of their mother tongue in
a fairly bricf period of time. Scicntists
agree that this is a tremendous task to
achieve, and that in accomplishing i, the
child masters a complex, rule governcd
system. Yet studies also show that chil-

Another of God’s Gifts

dren with an IQ as low as 50 are able to
master this complex task, albcit more
slowly than children with normal (above
70YIQ levels. If language acquisition were
really anormal learning process, the child
would certainly nced a much higher 1IQ
and surcly those who do not have it would
be unablc to learn their mother tongue.
This of course, docs not happen and every
child, cxcept in special cases of mental
illness, quickly learns to speak his or her
mother Longue, seemingly effortlessly.

2. The second interesting {act about lan-
guage acquisition is that the system of
knowledge that children come to possess
as adult speakers is “underspecified” in
the input on which the lcarning takes
place. This is sometimes called the “logi-
cal problem’ of child language acquisi-
tion. How do we come to know so much
based on such impoverished input? For
example, children come to lcarn not only
what is a possiblc sentence in their lan-
guage but also what is not. They are not
provided with examples of what they can’t
say and yet the system of knowledge that
they develop includes such knowledge.

3. Another fact that any theory of lan-
guage acquisition must contend with is
that the process proceeds largely without
overl correction of ungrammaticality on
the part of adult caregivers. Although,
adults like to think that they “teach” their
children language, the fact of the matter
is that children are rarely corrected for
ungrammatical utterances. Adult atten-
tion is instcad focused on the truth value

of what is said or possibly word-choice.
Even when overt grammatical correction
does occur, it is more often than not ig-
nored by children who continue to say it
their way until their own mental grammar
is modified to yield the adult-like utter-
ance. The acquisition process seems to
proceed along the lines oft hypothesis,
test hypothesis, change hypothesis. Of
course this process is not one that the

child is consciously aware of or in control
of,

4. Children learn language under greatly
varying circumstances and yet with
roughly the same result, In some cultures
children are never addressed by adults, in
some cullures they interact verbally with
adults on a regular basis. The point is that
despite these cultural differences in
terms of children’s verbal interaction, the
child will learn the language of the com-
munity into which he or she is born.

5. First languagce acquisition takes place
between the ages of 2-5 and the ability
secms to change in late childhood. If it
indeed were a normal learning process
we should be able to learn a new language
as adults almost as easily as when we were
children and once again this is simply not
the case. This suggests that thcre is a
critical period for the development of
human communication, just asthere s for
other genetically determined systems of
knowledge in the animal kingdom.

continued on the next page
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Learnin g continued

Chomsky raised the standard for linguis-
tic theorizing when he insisted that it meet
the criterion of “explanatory adequacy.”
That is, the theory must not only describe
the facts of language but explain how all

children learn the particular variety of-

human language that they are exposed to
under the observed conditions of expo-
sure to that language. Chomsky’s theory
is one of the theories which have been

proposed to explain the logical problem’

of language acquisition. Some have com-
pared his theories to Newton’s theories in
Physics. He proposed that we owe our gift
of speech to a genctically programmed
language organ in the brain often referred
to as thc LAD, or language acquisition
device. The ability to learn language as a
young child resides in genetically deter-
mined structure of the brain, it is in our
DNA. He theorized that the language
organ of the brain contains what he called
a “hardwired” universal grammar which
children usc to learn their mother tongue
quickly and effortlessly. This universal
grammar is coded in our DNA, the same
way, for example, that requircments for
the elaborate structures which termites
build are coded in their DNA. The child
comes to this world with a tacit knowl-
edge of the universal grammar, and necds
only to learn whether their target lan-
guage is the French version of universal
grammar, the English version, the Arabic
version, ete, The precise specification of
what this universal grammar consists of is
not a settled matter by any means; but it
seems clear that one cannot explain the
facts of children’s language acquisition
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without postulating a fairly elaborate, in-
nate learning mechanism that is to at least
some extent specialized for the job of
“teaching” children the language of their
communities.

There has been considerable discussion
and debatc concerning Chomsky’s the-
ory. No one has really been able to com-

-pletely refutc its essential points. Tt has

continucd to gain support among special-
ist in the ficld to the extent that it may be
said all scientists agree at least to part of
his proposal.

Professor Casti in “Paradigms Lost”
(1989) devotes an entirc chapter to the
problem of language and language learn-
ing. After reviewing opposing views he
concludes:

“On the matter of language acquisition,
there is no doubt for me as to wherce to
place my money, firmly with Chomsky
and its claim for innalcness and unique-
ness. Without the benefit of some kind of
preprogramming, it seems inconceivable
to me that children could acquire the ba-
sics of virtually any languagc within their
first few years of exposure, not to mention
the capacity to generate sentences never
before heard or spoken. The basic prob-
lem is to explain where this language ca-
pacity comes [rom if it is not basically
inborn, and none of Chomsky’s oppo-
nents have presented a case that even
comes close to a viable alternative to in-
nateness.”

In the Quran we have the following verse:

Among His signs are the creation of the
heavens and the earth, and the variation in
your languages and your colors. In these
there are signs for the knowledgeable.
[30:22)

Why are the variations in our languages
signs from God Almighty? Perhaps the
verse points to God’s gift of speech (in-
nate, inborn, coded in our DNA as has
been proposed) and not just the simple
fact of existence of variety of languages.
In fact, by studying the variations that do
exist between languages we can deter-
mine the limits of that variation and de-
fine the sct of possible human languages.
From this, we can then extract the univer-
sal principles and begin to understand
more about the nature of the “universal
grammar” and indeed, the human mind,
God willing.

Hussein Kowsari
with contributions from
Martha Schuite-Nafeh

rQURAN: English Translation
With Arabic Text. Hardback
Dr. Rashad Khalifa .............. 25.00

QURAN: English Translation
With Arabic Text, Paperback

Dr. RashadKhalifa .. ............ 19.95
QURAN:

Yisual Presentation of the Miracle

Dr. Rashad Khalifa .............. 10.00
The Computer Speaks

Dr. Rashad Khalifa .............. 10.00
Quran, Hadith, and Islam
Dr.RashadKhalifa .............. 6.00
Jesus: Myths and Message

LisaSpray .................... 7.50
19 Questions for “Muslim” Scholars
Edip Yuksel ................... 4,00

Beyond Probability

God's Message in Mathematics, Series 1

Abdullah Arik .. ............... 3.00
The Contact Prayers (Salat)

Bookiet ....covvvveinininninns 1.00
The Great Debate (Video)

— Watch Dr. Khalifa in debate ... 12.50
What Life is All About / Who is God?

(Video) — .....c.ccooiiiinn.. 12.50
Essentials of Islam (Video)
All duties and prohibitions ... ... 12.50

Farsi Publications

Fihrist-e Quran-e Kareem
(Subject Index of the Quran in Persian)

Alphabetical index allows the student of
the Quran to look up any subject and
related sura in a matter of scconds.
Paperback. 219 pages.

$19.95

F ok ok ok oF ok R R ok ok ok ok ok R %R

Islam az Deed-¢ Quran
(Islam From the Quranic Perspective
in Persian)

Summary of the main principles.
24-page pamphlet.

$1.50

Prices include the postage.
Make your checks payable to:

IC5 / Masjid Tucson

P.O. Bax 43476
Tueson, AZ 85733

Notes on the 9th Annual Conference

Continued from the August 1994 issue

Therc was one talk from Friday that
went unreported in the August issue.
Using the classification of natural num-
bers as primes, composites, twin primes,
twin prime companions and their inde-
ces, Dr. Ali Fazely was able to link num-
bers mentioned in the Quran, verse and
sura numbers together with some of their
indeces to show the Ultimate Mathemat-
ics that points out 1) That God has se-
lected very special numbers to show His
omnipotence. 2) That Numbers have
truly submitted to God. 3) That God has
preserved the Quran against corruption,

The first talk of the confercnce on Satur-
day (July 16, 1994) was given by Shahnaz
Rahimtula. The theme of the talk was the
human being’s incompetence in ruling
himself. Therc is certainly ample evi-
dence all around us in this world of that
incompetence and of the failure of polit-
ical solutions to the problems that beset
us. What then is the answer? How can we
achicve the victory that is promised Lo the
believers? Through submission and sur-
render and guidance from the one and
only source of spiritual guidance, the
Quran. Through the practice of the true
Islam. ’

Before this, the book of Moses pro-
vided guidance and mercy. This too
is a scriplure that confirms, in Ara-
bic, to wam those who transgressed,
and to give good news o the righ-
teous. [46:12]

Shahnaz ended her talk with a moving
“singing” of a poem she wrote, in Urdu,
praising God.

The next talk was truly a plcasure as it
was given by a younger member of the
community, Hanaan Sharif, and it is al-
ways nice to hear from that segment of
our community. Hanaan’s talk dcalt with
an issue that undoubtedly many young
people and Moms have had to deal
with— the predominant focus in the pub-
lic school systems in Canada (and Amer-
ica) on Christian holidays, notably
Christmas. Hanaan told of his struggle to
trytoget more of abalance in the schools’
treatment of different religious groups’
holidays. He ended his talk with a wish
for the future that the true Islam become
known and respected and that allerna-
tive activities be provided for children in

the public school systcm who do not ¢cl-
cbrate Christmas.

Those of us who know Lydia and have
heard her talks at the conferences
throughout the years have come to ex-
pect to hear something from her about
some of the other “critters” that God has
created [or us to share this carth with.
This year Lydia chose to focus on “man’s
best friend,” the dog. She reminded us of
the many wonderful attributes of this an-
imal, including its total submission to
God, its faithfulness, and its instinct to
protect man. The talk was full of interest-
ing tidbits of information about the his-
tory of dogs and their relationship to man
as well as references to both the Quranic
and Biblical verscs. Lydia points out that
the reference to dogs seem not to serve
any integral part in the scriptural story
but rather scem to be God’s way of show-
ing us that they are good creations, not to
be despised or reviled as they often arc
for purely cultural reasons. Lydia ended
her talk with a suggestion that we reflect
upon and find as much pleasure as pos-
sible in these remarkable creatures that
God has blessed us with.

Among His proofs is the creation of
the heavens and the earth, and the
creatures He spreads in them. He iy
able to summon them, when He
wills. [42:29]

Sarah Gamar is a new member of our
family of submitters and we welcome her.
In her talk Sarah began by calling on us
all to appreciate the many wonders of
God’s creation that surround us that we
often take for granted. Sarah told us the
moving story of how she heard the mes-
sage of worshiping God alone and how
she came to learn of the Quran’s mirac-
ulous numerical eode based on the num-
ber 19. She told us about how since the
time of her submission many questions
have been answered for her that had not
been answered in her traditional Muslim
upbringing. Sarah has had to face many
difficulties in standing up to that tradi-
tional upbringing, We pray to God togive
her, and all of us, the streagth to face the
tests that we inevitably face once we
make that all important decision to be-
lieve and trust in Almighty God. Sarah
ended her talk with a prayer, that having
been led out of the darkness, she will one
day see a day on which her heart harbors
no doubt whatsoever and attains cer-

tainty. We can certainly “ditto” that for
all the submitters!

Gatut Adisoma shared with us some en-
couraging developments in Indonesia
and Malaysia. In Indonesia, radical
Muslims want to bring Sharia (tradi-
tional Islamic law) into secular law.
However, the head of the ulema (tradi-
tional Muslim scholars) has brought
some reason to the argument with his
reminder that if secular law was consis-

-tent with Sharia, they would be required

to kill millions of non-Muslim In-
donesians simply bécause they con-
verted from Islam. His comments have
opened the people’s eyes to the vicious
nature of orthodox traditional Islam,
which is nothing to do with true Islam,

There are similar developments in Ma-
laysia where some states want to imple-
ment Sharia law as part of their secular
law. Apparently in response, the Malay-
sian prime minister addressed a meeting
of the ulema and suggested breaking the
scholars” monopoly on the study of the
Quran, and allowing a wider range of
Quranic interpretation. Gatut ended
with the hope that this is the dawn of a
new awakening in the Muslim World.

Gatut then asked Linda Moore to share
her experiences with believers from the
same area of the world. Linda mentioned
the problems faced by the Submitting
couple in Singapore whose marriage was
annulled by the ulema. (See SP of De-
cember, 1993 for details.) Then she
spoke of her interaction with a group in
Glasgow which publishes the Signs mag-
azine. She also had a few copics of the
paper published by thc Submitters in
Malaysia.

Milan Sulc challenged us all with the
question of whether we are following the
Quran alone, or idolizing Rashad
Khalifa the man? There is onc message,
follow the Quran alone. The messenger
would not have made any mistake in that
message, but we must not take the mes-
sage of false messengers giving another
message. Milan sees mistakes made by
the messenger as a test. If the Quran
alone is not enough, we will follow the
messenger’s mistakes. He then quoted
10:28 and finished off with some mathe-
matical correlations with Dr. Khalifa’s
name.

Continued




