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Happiness is Submission to God Alone

Ramadan: The Month of Fasting

“Those of you who witness this month shall fast therein,” [2:185]

0 you who believe, fasting is decreed foryou, as it was decreed
for those before you, that you may aitain salvation. [2:183]

Specific days (are designated for fasting), if one is il or traveling
an equal number of other days may be substituted. Those who
can fast, but with great difficulty, may substitute feeding one poor
person for cach day of breaking the fast. If one volunteers (more
righteous works), it is better. But fasting is the best for you, if you
only knew. [2:184]

Ramadan is the month during which the Quran was revealed,
providing guidance for the people, clear teachings, and the statute
book. Those of you who witness this month shall fast therein.
Those who are iil or traveling may substitute the same number of
other days. God wishes for you convenience, not hardship, that
you may fulfill your obligations, and to glorify God for guiding
you, and to express your appreciation. [2:185]

... You may eat and drink until the white thread of light becomes
distinguishable from the dark thread of night at dawn. Then, you
shall fast until sunset... [2:187]

Like all religious practices in Islam (Submission), fasting was
decreed through Abraham, God tells us in the Quran that he
was the onec who named us Muslims (Submitters) originally

(22:78). The messengers who followed Abraham practiced |

fasting, as well as the contact prayers (Salat), obligatory charity
(Zakat), and the pilgrimage (Hajj). [2:83, 5:12, 10:87, 20:14,
19:31, 19:55, 31:17, ctc.]

There is even mention of these religious practices in the Bible.
Therefore, it is very clear that the prophets and messengers,
from Abraham, Moses and Aaron, Solomon to Jesus observed
the practices, as well as Jesus’ followers (Genesis 17:3, Exodus
40:31-32, Joshua 5:14, 1 Kings 8:54, Matthew 26:36-39 and
many others). Fasting, a practice still followed during the time
of Jesus’ disciples, 1s mentioned in Acts 13:1-3, Unfortunately,
these rcligious practices are lost by the generations whao came
after them (19:59). By His grace, God gave us the Quran, His
final scripture, which confirms and supersedes all previous
scriptures. Through the Quran, He made the religion of Sub-
mission easy for us to practice (22:78),
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Save $2 each
You can now save $2 cach per Quran
when you buy two or more Qurans, For
example, if you buy two Qurans, you only
pay $15 instead of $19, savings of $4. We
also pay the postage.
Save even more!

A box of 28 Qurans is now offered for
$160 (Add $15 more for orders from
Canada and overseas).
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paperback translation of the Quran
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Test the Proof to See the Miracle of the Quran

The word proof is derived from the
Latin word probare which mcans to test.
God supports His messengers with proof
(7:101) so people can test and then verily
for themselves the real identity of the
messenger and the truthfulness of the
message. Once people take the initiative
to examinc a messenger’s proof they will
discover that the seemingly simplc proof
isin reality a profound miracle from God.
As God declares in the Quran, miracles
are manifcsted to those who have
achicved certainty. Certainty, in turn, is
achicved by thorough examination of the
proof that God’s messenger is supported
with.

Those who posses no knowledge say, “If
only God could speak to us, or some nuir-
acle could come to us!” Others before them
have ultered similarutterances; theirminds
are sintilar. We do manifest the miracles for
those who have attained certainty. {2:118]

God provides us with a good example in
the Quran. Moscs was supported with
profound proofs when he was sent to Pha-
raoh (23:45). Among them was his stall
which turncd into a serpent when he
threw it down to the ground., Pharaoh was
not convinced, so he summoned all the
experienced magicians to challenge
Moses. The magicians were able to pro-
duce a great magic which appeared to
maltch that of Moses. Howcver, Moses’
proof was put to the test when he threw
down his staff and it swallowed whatcver
the other magicians had fabricated. Up

until that point, the proof of Moses ap-
peared to be merely a form of magic that
did not seem special. However, when pat
to the test, the proof of Moses was found
to be inimitable, super-human and in-
deed a miracle for its time. Among the
{ew who recognized this miracle were the
experienced magicians who were actively
involved with testing the proof (20:70).
The majority of people at that time chose
to disbelieve in Moscs and his message
despite his profound proof (10:83).

We narrate to you the history of those com-
munities: their messengers went to them
with clear proofs, but they were not to be-
lieve in what they had rejected before.
[7:101]

Throughout the Quran, God narrates to
us history from the past to scrve as a
lesson for the [uture. Like the previous
generations who consistently received
proof, our gengration has been made
awarc of a proof embedded within the
Quran its¢lf. The Quran, which was re-
vealed over 1400 years ago, is arranged
such that words, lctters, verses, chapters,
and phrases are all interwoven to create
a comprehensive mathematical structure
based on the prime number 19. This intri-
cate divisibility not only forms the mathe-
matical litcrary composition and struc-
ture of the Quran, but also elucidates the
essential meaning of the scripture. The
relatively few who have taken the time to
thoroughly examine this proof have de-
termined it to be beyond human capabil-
ity and a true miracle substantiating di-

vinc authorship. For the most part, how-
ever, this proof has been ignored, labeled
as insignificant numerology, and ridi-
culed just like the proofs of the previous
gencralions.

Indeed, they have rejected this without
studying and examining it, and before un-
derstanding it. Thus did those before them
disbelieve. [10:39]

The Quran teaches us that people who
will not believe in the messengers’ proofs
are those who ridicule, ignore, and reject
before examining, testing and studying.
They disbelieve without disproving,
Those who reflect do so without present-
ing a counter claim, contrary evidence or
alucid argument, while those who believe
in the proof can substantiate, verify and
support their belief. God describes those
who take the initiative to test a proof as
pcople who think (16:11), people who
understand (16:12), people who take
heed (16:13), and people who are appre-
ciative (25:62). On the oiher hand, those
who reject a messenger’s proof are those
who insist on their ways (98:1), follow
their own opinions (7:176), listen heed-
lessly (21:2-5), ridicule (37:14), and turn
away in aversion (6:4). Instead, they ask
to sce a miracle. However, by not exam-
ining the proof, they are giving up the
opportunity to see the very miracle they
demand. The story of Saleh illustrates this
point.

continued on the next page
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Test the Proof

continued

The people said to Saleh:

“You are no more than a human like us.
Produce a miracle, if you are truthful.”
(Saleh) said, “Here is a camel that will
drink only on a day that is assigned to her;
@ day that is different from your specific
days of drinking. Do nottouch her with any
harm, lest you incur retribution on an awe-
some day.” They slaughtered her, and thus
incurred sorrow. [26:154-158)

Saleh did produce a miracle for his com-
munity. This miracle existcd within the
proof of the camel. The people of Salch
deprived themselves of the opportunity Lo
witness the miracle by killing the camel
instead of obscrving it.

Ironically, the community that rejects its
own messcnger’s proof demands not only
to see a miracle but a miracle like those
of the previous gencrations.

When a proof comes to them from their
Lord, that is new, they listen to it heed-
lessly...They even said, “Hallucinations,”
“He made it up,” and, “He Is a poet. Let
him show us a miracle like those of the
previous messengers.” [21:2-5]

The miracle of a previous messenger was
initially the proof that was put to the test
by the people of that generation, When
that messcnger died, the proof went with
him but the history of the miracle re-
maincd. Therefore, a new gencration can
accept a previous miracle based on the
testimonial history of those who verificd
the proof at that time. When a community
rejects their own new proof while de-
manding a miracle from the past they arc
passing up the opportunity to become
witnesses to their own miracle. This ten-
dency shows a blind acceptance of the
past rather than a carclul investigation of
the present. Since the intention is lo ig-
nore the proof, the Quran mentions they
will not believe in any miracle they de-
mand to see. When the proof is rejected,
so is the witnessing of the miracle.

They swore by God solemnly, that if a
miracle came to them, they would surely
believe. Say, “Miracles come only from
God.” For all you know, if a miracle did
come to them, they would continuee to dis-
believe....Even if we sent down the angels
to them; even if the dead spoke to them;
even if we summoned every miracle before
them; they cannot believe unless God wills
it. [6:109-111]

The story of Moses compares the charac-
teristics of one who rcjects a proof with
one who takes heed.

In Moses (there is a lesson). We sent him
to Pharaoh with manifest proofs. But he
turned away, in grrogance, and said, “Ma-
gician, or crazy.” [51:38-39]

Compare the above response with the
following:

A believing man armong Pharaoh’s people,
who was concealing his belief, said, “How
can you kill a man just for saying, ‘My Lord
is God,” and he has shown you clear proofs
from your Lord? If he is a liar, that is his
problem, and if he is truthful, you benefit
Jrom his promises...” [40:28]

We must ask ourselves, which approach
and reaction to a messenger's proof is
more worthy in the sight of God. After all,
God recites these examples not only to
teach us but to judge accordingly. Rashad
Khalifa was a messenger who was killed
just for saying, ‘My Lord is God. In order
to support his claim, he showed ‘clear
proof from his Lord’ through the Quran’s
mathematical structure and left it up to
cach individual to examine and draw their
own conclusion. He restored the original
message of [slam, complete submission to
God alone, aller centuries of fabrications
and distortions. Although he has long
since passed away, the Quran’s mathe-
matical proof still remains. If Rashad

"Khalifa was a liar, ‘that is his problem,’

and he is being judged accordingly. How-
ever, ‘if he is truthful, you bencfit.

We draw comfort from the past and con-
tentment with the belicls that have been
rcinforced by our parents, culture and
upbringing. When presented with some-
thing that deviates slightly [rom our estab-
lishcd belicl system we immediately re-
spond with sugpicion, criticism, and de-
nial without giving ourselves the opportu-
nity to listen and think. God knows our
innermost thoughts, and Tor this reason
He informs us that a proof constifutes a
great test (44:33). We must probe, ques-
tion, and cxamine. If we find the proof to
be valid, we need to re-examine our core
belief system in light of the proven mes-
sage wc arc presented with., An opcn-
minded and objective examination is in-
decd a test of faith and devotion.

In fact, those who received the scriptire did
not dispute until the proof was given to
them, [98:4]

In the age of scicnce and computers, the
Quran’s mathematical structure is the

proof for our generation, providing evi-
dence that the Quran is the direct and
unaltered word of God. It gives us reason
to follow the Quran alone rather than
unsubstantiated hadith which divide
Muslim communitics around the world
(39:23, 45:6). Tt teaches us to regard all of
God's messengers cqually instead of
claiming to be God’s chosen community
(2:285, 3:84). It gives us reassurance to
devote our prayers absolutely to God
alone without mentioning the names of
messengers {72:18). It reassures us that a
messenger supported with overwhelming
proof will come after Muhammad to re-
store the same message Muhammad,
Jesus, Moses, and Abraham preached
(3:81). It disproves the myth of interces-
sion (6:51), reaffirms the equality of men
and women (3:195), and tcaches us to
sever our dependence on God’s deccased
servants, prophets, and saints. In proving
God’s word, the Quran’s mathematical
structure does indeed put our beliefs to
the test. At the samc time, the examina-
tion of the same proof can’ provide the
rcassurance needed to ovgrcome this
challenge. Those who examine the
Quran’s proof with sincerity can verify for
themsclves that it is “one of the greatest
miracles” (74:35). They will appreciate
the true significance and value of the
Quran:

If we revealed this Quran 1o a mountain,

you woudd see it trembling, cnunbling, out

of reverence for God. We recite these exam-
ples for the people, that they may reflect.
[59:21]

The intention here is ngj to persuade the
reader with a convincing argument for the
Quran’s mathematical proof. The pur-
posc is to convey our inhercnt rcsponsi-
bility to test the Quran’s mathcmatical
prool and cither verify or disclaim its va-
lidity for oursclves. God has given each of
us the blessing of hearing, eyesight and
inteHigence. With this blessing we have
the responsibility to investigate all claims
and to come to an informed and intelli-
gent conclusion (17:36).This informed
conclusion will not only provide reassur-
ance for us in this life, but it will be essen-
tial when we are guestioned by God.
When we arc questioned about the
Quran’s mathematical structure we must
by able to provide an intelligent response
about accepling or rejecting it. If we have
chosen to ignore the Quran’s proof with-
out a clear argument and without a strong
basis, then we will deserve to endure the
burning regret for turning away when we
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Test the Proof

continued

had the opportunity to examine that
proof.

Those who respond to their Lord deserve
the good rewards. As for those who failed
to respond to Him, if they possessed every-
thing on earth — even twice as much— they
would readily give it up as ransom...
[13:18]

Those who have rejected the Quran'’s proof
when it came to them, have also refected an
Honorable book. [41:41]

Amir Kia
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RIGHTEOUS GO TO HEAVEN

Wc learn from the Quran the righteous
people who die in the cause of God are
alive and well with their Lord (2:154).
When their lives on this earth come to the
predetermined end, the angel of death
simply invites them to leave their earthly
bodies and maove on to Heaven where
Adam and Eve once lived.

Give good news to those who believe and
lead a righteous life that they will have
gardens with flowing streams. When pro-
vided with a provision of fruits therein, they
will say, “This is what was provided for us
previously.” Thus, they are given allegori-
cal descriptions, They will have pure
spouses therein, and they abide therein
Jorever. {2:25]

Those who obey God and the messenger
belong with those blessed by God—the
prophets, the saints, the martyrs, and the
righteous. These are the best company.
[4:49]

They do not taste death therein — beyond
the first death--and He has spared them
the retribution of Hell. [44:56]

(At the time of his death) he was iold,
“Enter Paradisc.” He said, “Oh, I wish my
people knew.” That my Lord has forgiven
me, and made me honorable.” [36:26-27]

We have lost some dedicated submitters
in the past fewweeks. Ghazy Ali (39) and
his wife Najah (30) died in a car accident
in Florida in the early morning on Janu-
ary 9th.

Ghazy Ali came across the message of
worshiping God alone and following the
Quran alone on an clcctronic (com-
puter) bulletin board in February 1993.

He witnessed the Quranic verses advo-
cating the absolute worship of God alone
by adhering to the Quran alone. In com-
pliance with verse 17:36, he verified the
verses and submitted to the words of God
in the Quran, regardless of what he was
taught, what his family or the majority
said or believed. Within a short time,
Ghazy accepted the message of God
alone, the Quran alone and changed his
religious practices. It was a great plea-
sure and blessing for us to meet Ghazy in
person at the conference last July,

We also lost brother Otis Smith on Feb-
ruary 10. Otis and his wife Carolyn
moved to Detroit from Tucson many
years ago. Some of us may still remember
his adventurous trip from Michigan to
Tucson with Dr. Rashad Khalifa, driving
a truck full of Qurans from the printing
company.

Ctis and Carolyn have been striving to
deliver the message of worshiping God
alone in Detroit since they moved there,
through inncr city reach-oul programs.
Their latest project was to establish a
mosque there. Everyone will miss Otis.

Around the turn of the year, we also lost
a sister, Virginia Marston, also known as
Karima Omar. Many old timers may re-
member the witty articles that she wrote
in the Submitters Perspective several
years ago. She also published a newslet-
ter entiticd Hoopoe for some time.

We ask God to have mercey on our broth-
ers and sisters who passed away, and
strengthen the loved ones they leave be-

hind.
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God’s Teachings Thru Songs
Song by the “Kids of the Mosque”
(Audio cassette with song book) ... 6.00

All prices include shipping and handling,
Ask for a free catalog for a complete list.
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