
f Dead Sea Scrolls continued 
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the question of Jesus’ originality, how 
Eisenman  and Wise  have raised again 

was different? An inference could he 
original was Jesus, what did he bring that 

made from the findings in the  Dead  Sea 
scrolls that everything about Jesus, his 
life and his teachings and even his death 
fits into one of a number of  patterns that 
were already established in  the thought 
and beliefs of the people of his time. 
Could the writings of freedom fighters 
living in wilderness camps be responsible 
for the roots of Christianity? Did they 
write the script? If they had swelled the 

their rituals and Messianic expectations 
number of converts to Christianity, then 

could  have been adopted as Christian 
bclicfs. Perhaps they were thc earliest 
Christians as Eisenman’s claims. 

i 
~ Robert Eisenman believes that the Es- 
senes leader, the Teacher  of Righteous- 
ness, is really the code name of Jamcs, 1 
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Postal Rates Are Going Up 
TherearenewpostalratesinthcUnited 
States effective January  Ist, 1995. The 
domestic air  mail postage stamp will 
now cost $0.32 instead of $0.29. Other 
postage rates will similarly be increased 
10.20%. 
Wc are not increasing the subscription 
rate of Submitters  Perspective even 
though it  will cost us more to get the 
newsletter to you.  Wc  believe God will 
provide us from His bounties as He has 
in the past. At the same time, we do hope 
that our  readers wil l  remember to send 
their  subscription  payments  for the 
newsletter. Keep up with  history in the 
making. God bless you all. _ _ ~  ~~. 

thought to be Jesus’ brother. One of  his 
opponents,  the ‘Liar,’  is the  code name 
for St. Paul, the  founder  of  modern 
Christianity. Eisenman finds parallels in 
the New Testament between the life of 
James and the ‘Teacher of Righteous- 
ness,’ and St. Paul and the ‘Liar.’ 
All this has alarming implications for 
Christianity. If the scrolls really are the 
writings of the early Christian Church, 
then the information in the gospels must 
have beell distorted. Christians believe 
that Jesus started  a pacifist religion and 
urged 11s to love our neighbor and turn 
the other cheek. Eisenman believes that 
many  of the scrolls depict a violent, ag- 
gressive group  bent on vengeance. He 
thinks St. Paul deliberately altered Jesus’ 
militant teachings to make them more 
palatable to the Romans. This is assum 
ing in the first place that thescrolls them- 
selves arc  unaltered word of God, for 
which there is no proof. 
The Uuran,  the only unaltered word of 
God provcn by the mathematical code, 
says thc following: 

~ 

QURAN 
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Authorized English Version 

Translated from the  Original 
hy 

Rashad Klzalifa, Pl1.D. 
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Say, “Wc believe in God, and in what 

sent down to Abraltant,  Ismail, 
wassentdownlous,andinwhatwas 

Isaac, Jacob, and  the Patriarchs; 

Jesus, aud all tltepropkels from their 
and in what wasgiven to Moses and 

Lord. We make no distinction 
among any of them. To Hint alone 
we are  submitters.” [2:136] 

Therefore, woe to those who distort 
the scripture with tlteir own hands, 
rhert suy,“nlis is what God has re- 

gain. Woe to tl~ern for such distor- 
venled,” seeking a  cheap material 

gains. [2:79] 
tion, and woe to thentfortlteir illicit 

ir Submission. [3:IY] 
The ouly relig’o’o” acceptable to God 

These verses are  true  from the time o1 
Adam and shall he  true to the end of  the 
world. 

Ijaz Cl~audtylEngland 
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* * * Kamadan Special * * * 
Save $2 each 

You can now save $2 each per Uuran 
when you  buy  two or more Uurans. For 
example, if you buy two Qurans, you only 
pay  $15 instead of  $19, savings of $4. We 
also pay the postage. 

A box of 28 Qurans is now offered  for 
Save  even more! 

$160 (Add $15 more for  orders from 
Canada and overseas). 

perback trans!ation of the Qwan 
Notes: 7 7 i r  ofler upl~lies ouly lopa- 

with only Euglish text 

Offer ends Murch I ,  1995. 
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In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
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PLEASING GOD 
SUBMITTERS’ TRAIT 

submitters to  God alone, one  of our 
primary purposes in life is to make it to 
heaven by observing God‘s commands. 
As it was beautifully pointed out in one of 
the articles in the July 1990 Submitters 
Perspective, we must “Seck to Please 
God.” Our  actions in this life should be 
aimed solely to gain God’s approval. We 
should  dedicate  our striving to  God 

avoid doing  anything  that may  even 
(6162, 4146, 1652). It is important to 

slightly displease God. 
Olcoursc  weallmakemistakes,  (and may 
God in His infinite mercy continuc t o  
forgive us  in this respect) but we  must 
make  an effort to  keep away from things 
that may not please  God. Our actions and 
striving should be done conditional to 
their pleasing God. From the Quranic 
verses 2265  and 30:39 it appcars that 
even a “good” action like giving a charity 
only benefits those who  give it seeking 
God‘s pleasure. The importancc o l  seek- 
ing God’s approval is reiterated in 5:2,16 
and 4829. In fact, we may conclude  from 
Vcrsc 9:72 that attaining God‘s approval 
and blessings is the real benefit of Para- 
disc. 
God  narrates  to us an incident  about 

by  two brothers  to resolve the the dispute 
David in 38:21-26 where David  was asked 

between them: 

David told them not to mix their proper- 
ties.  But  afterwards he wondered 
whether he madc the right judgment and 
asked  God for forgiveness. In David’s 
story we see  the crucial importance ofnot 
allowing our personal opinions to sway 
our actions. Perhaps  God is telling us 
something here-that even  when some- 
thing seems obvious, we must be God 
conscious and take care,  rather, to strive 
to gain God’s approval. David took extra 
care to eliminate the possibility of dis- 
pleasing God. 
Ol‘ten,  we  may find ourselves doing or 
saying  things that may not please God.In 
fact  many a time, these things appear  per- 
fectlyjustified and “all right”when we are 
actually doing them, but on reflection we 
find  that they arc in violation of God’s 
commandments. The simple things that 
God tells us-no backbiting, no suspi- 

sorting  to  the nicest possible response 
cion, no ridiculing others  (4911-l3),  re- 

(41:33-35) and debating in the nicest 
manner-are the ones  that  are easy to  be 
ovcrlooked. Sometimes we  may feel that 
the other person is inflexible and we are 
wasting our time  trying to explain things 
to him or her. What is forgotten is: (i) our 

just as we  may  feel that  the  other person 
position on the issue may be wrong and, 

thc same way about us. Therefore we 
is being irrational, he or  she too may feel 

is ‘wasted.’ It is part of our striving and 
fulfilling of duties. Another thing we for- 
get is that we have no right to lose our 
temper as thisimmediatelydisqualifiesus 
as a  submitter (a clear form of objecting 
rather than submitting to  God). In this 
context of the above points, let us focus 
on the words of  41:33-35. 

who can utter befter words than one 
who invites to God, work righteous- 
uess, andsays, Y am one of the sub- 
mitters?” 
Not equal is the good response and 
the bad response. You shall resort to 
the nicest possible response. mus, 

ntay become your bestfriend. 
the oue w110 used to be your enemy, 

None can attain this except those 
who steadfastly persevere. None can 
attain this except those who are a- 
trentelyfortunate. [41:33-35] 

God commands us to resort to  the nicest 
possible response. A response so nice 
that even a pcrson who  used to  be an 
enemy is won over in friendship. God also 
tells us that this is not easy. But we  have 
to try. Sometimes I find that when I talk 

with the other person, I become disagree- 
about some Quranie matter and  disagree 

able as well. The latter, it would appear, 
is unacceptable  to  God. Especially when 
debatine with submitters. God goes  to the 




