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August 18-20, 1995 

Tucson, Arizona 

G o d  willing,  this  year’s United Sub- 
nitters Conference will be held inTuc- 
;on, Arizona. The  dates of thc confer- 
a c e  are August 18-20,1995. 
rhe conference is  by invitation  only. If 
{ou have not attented one of our con- 
‘erences before and would  like an invi- 
:ation, please contact us. 
We made the hotel and  conference site 
arrangements, and are beginning to ac- 
cept registrations for the conference. 
The registration fees are $57 for each 
adult and children over 12 years of age, 
$29 for children of ages 5-12. Children 
under 5 are free. 
The  registration fee includes  two 
lunches and two dinners on Friday and 
Saturday, and child care costs for all 
three days. 
The registration fee does not include 
the lodging. Hotel  rooms  are $57 a 
night  inclusive of tax, full breakfast, and 
shuttle service to and from the  airport. 
Children 18 and under stay free with 
their parents. If  you are single, you  may 

will get you the hotel information a6 
share a room with other submitters. We 

soon as we receive your registration fee. 
Remember that this is a  great  opportu- 
nity to  be with the submitters from all 
around  the world. Remember also that 
the earlier you plan  it, the  better ail 
fares you will be able to get  to come t( 
Tucson (if  yon are flying). 
You  can  call us or faxto us at (520)-323. 
7636. God willing,  we’ll hear from you . 
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Who Are  We?, 

During  the past fourteen centuries,  tra- 
ditions, customs, and myths have crept 
into the religion of Islam (Submission). 
Gradually, they have become dogma or 
ritual, to such an extent that anyone who 
questions them in the light of the Quran 
finds himself or herself regarded as a 
dangerous innovator and heretic. 
Islam (Slubmission) today is like a pre  
cious jewel  that is buried  under piler 
upon piles of  man-made innovations 
Our aim is to purge  these innovations b) 
upholding the Quran and nothing but thc 
Quran alone, and  present  the jewel o: 
truc Submission to  the world. 
Write  to us for a  free  catalog  and  a com 
plimentary issue of Submitters  Perspec 
tive. Tell  a  friend. Help us spread thf 
message of worshiping God alone, anr 
following the  Quran alone. 

In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

LE E..e 

O people, if you have  any doubt about 
resurrection, (remember  that) we  created 
you  from dust, and subsequently from a 
tiny drop, which tunts into a hanbing (em- 
bryo), then it becomes a fetus that is given 
life or deemed lifeless. We thus clan& 
thingsforyou. We seffle in the wombs what- 
everwe willforapredeternlinedperiod. We 
then bring you out as injanfs, then you 
reach ntaturity. While  some of you die 
young, otlrers live Io the worst age, only Io 
find out that no more knowledge can  be 
attained beyond a certain lirnit. Also, you 
lookat a land lhat is dead, then assoon as 
we shower it  with  water, it vibrates  with life 
and grows all kinds of beautiful plants. 
[22:S] 

I n  recent years many of the  Submitters 
have had  to  come  to grips with dramatic 
changes in the lives of our parents. 
We have  all read the above vcrse. We all 
know intellectually that our parents will 
grow old and eventually die, as wc will 
grow old and eventually die (unless God 
wills to  take thedus  earlier). However, 
knowing that this will happen is quite dif- 
ferent from facing those changes in our 

and women are placed there by their fam- 
ilies and virtually forgotten. 
In many cascs this is becausc  peoplc  are 
so busy  trying to survive themselves that 
they do not have the emotional energy to 
expend dealing with the painful changes 
in their parents. This is especially true  for 
us members of the “me” generation, who 
have never come to grips with the  fact that 
the world does not revolve around us. 
Now, as age creeps up on  us, we arc often 
terrified by the changes in our aging par- 
ents ... changes which we  will soon enough 
have to face in ourselves. 
But as Submitters we must  not  allow our- 
selvesthe  “luxury”ofthis kind ofbehavior 
on any issue, especially when it has to do 
with our parents. God is extremely spe- 
cific about the way  in which we must treat 
our parents: 

Opeople, observe yourlord; Ilte One 
who creutedyou front one being, and 

from fhc fwo nzany men and  women. 
creared from it its mate, then spread 

You slrull regard God, by wllol7l  yocr 
swear, andregard tileparenls. Godis 
wutclting  overyorr. [4:1j 

We must honor our parents even  when 
something has happened to make that 
difficult: 

YorrrLordhas decreedrltatyou s l d l  
not worship except Him, und your 
parents sltall be Itonored. As long as i 
one or both oj  tltem live, yon shall 

gesture of annoyance), norshallyou 
neversay to fltenr, “Uj? (tlteslightest 

shout at tltem; you shall treat them 
amicably. And lower for tlrcm tlte 
wingr ojknmiliy, and kindness, and 
say,  “My Lord,  /lave mercy o11 them, 
for  fhey have raised me  from in- 
fancy.” [17:23-241 

Certainly we have all had times when WC 

have been  upset with our parents. As we 
get older and more stuck in our ways, we 
are  apt  to  react  more strongly to them; 
and as they get older thcy often  become 
morcdifficult in manyways. However, the 
above verses are very clear. We must not 
show  even the slightest annoyance, we 
must constantly honor them. Only God 
Himself is honored  before thcm. Still, 
God is merciful, and in the verse which 
follows 1723-24 He reminds us to rcpent 
when we are uuablc  to follow thcse corn- - 

daily lives. In several verses God tells us we  must mandments: 

tion to our elderlv.Anvone who has spent Children ot Israel: . ~ . ~ ~  .. ~ ~ ~ 

time with a loved one in a nursing home We made a  covenanf with the Chil- 
or an adult care facility can bear witness dren of Isruel: You sltall not worship 
that  a horrifying number of elderly men except God.  You shallregard fhepar- 

, ,  

continued on the natpuge 

ents .... 12331 



When the Roles Reverse... 
continued 

Why is it so important to treat our parents 
well? God  reminds us that they  havc 
raised us from infancy. Who was it that 

exhausted themselves?  Who  fed you 
rocked you to sleep, though they wcrc 

when they themselves were hungry? Who 
changed your diapers  and  cared for your 
every need? 

We enjoined the human being to 
honor his parents. His mother bore 

heavier. It rakes two years (of iuten- 
him, and the load got heavier and 

sive care)  until  weaning. You shall be 
appreciative ofMe, arid ofyourpar- 
enls. To Me is the ultimate  destiny. 
[31:14] 

How can we ever repay that loving care 
and kindness? 
We  never  can. But we must  try. The only 
area that wc cannot yield to our parents 
in is our worship of  God Alone: 

r f  they tv to force you  to set up any 

But continue to treat thent amicably 
idols  beside Me, do not obey l l w n .  

thepathofthose  whohavesubmilfed 
to Me. Ultimately, you all rehint to 
Me, then I will inform you of every- 
thingyou have done. (31: 151 

We can  never repay our parents for all 
that they havc done  for us, hut some of  us 

parents grow older. Many of  us will see 
arc given the opportunity to try, as o w  

our  parents  reach  that “worst age” when 
the roles reverse and they become the 
“children” and we the  “parents.” 
It can be a difficult time for everyonc, but 
it can also he a great blessing. As we 
spend  more  intimate time  caring  for 
them, we come to know our  parents in a 
new light.  We come to know them as other 
souls struggling  with the same kinds of 
trials and tests which  wc ourselves go 
through. They become our role models 
for thc time that we too face old age and 

blesses us with special moments together. 
a change in our abilities. Sometimes God 

These will he precious jewels to hold in 
the treasure house of our hearts, provis- 

with us. 
ions for the time when they are no longcr 

By the time we are forty, God tells  us we 
should  appreciate  the blessings He has 
bestowed on us, and our parents: 

in this world. You shallfouow only 

We eujoirred the human being to 
honor his parents. His ntotlw bore 
him arduousl) gave birth to Itim ur- 
duously, and took intimate care of 
h i m  for thirty months. wilten he 
reachc.sma!uriiy, andreachertheage 
of forty, he should say,  “My Lord, 
direct me to appreciate the blessings 
You have heslowed upon me and 
upon mypareuls, and to do tlte righ- 
teous works  that  please You. Le1 my 

repented to You; I am a submitter.” 
children be righteous as well. I havc 

(46:15/ 

But as Subtuittcrs we have the chance to 

sonal cxperiencc I encourage you to  rec- 
he apprcciative at any age. Fron1 my pcr- 

your parents. Enjoy thcm, share with 
ognize the great blcssing God gave you in 

Treasure thcn1whilc you havethc chance. 
thcm,laughwitbthemasnluchasyoucan. 

None of us knows  how long that may he. 
... No soul kuow what willhappen to 
it tonlorrow, arid no one knows in 
which laud h e  or slw will die .... 
[31:34] 

Lisa Spray 
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Personal  Experiences 

The month that God allowed me to par- 
ticipatc in the care of my dying molher 
was a tremendous gift. It truly was a time 
when I felt I was, in vcry small mcasure, 
paying Mom back for all the years of  love 
and care. As 1 rubbed hcr back, sore from 
lying in  bed all the time, I rcmembcred 
moments of great love when she rubbed 
my chest and throat when I had  a cold. As 
I held her hand when she was sick, I 
thought of all the times she  had held me 
when I was sick or sad. I helped  her  bathe 
just as she had bathed me all those early 
years. I insistcd my  mom hclp me  wash my 
hair long aftcr all my fricnds were doing 
that for themselvcs. Now I washed her 
hair. 
Shc died in hcr own hcd, surrounded hy 
the whole  family. What a gift from God. 
It was a hard,  sad time, and I wouldn’t 
trade it for anything. 

Lydia Kelley 

i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

God blessed mc to be with my mother full 
time for the last  week of her life. Shc had 
suffcred  a massive stroke, and never re- 
gained consciousness, but the love that 
flowedinthatroomasmysisterandIkept 
vigil, was a tremendous healing force in 
my life. It was onc of Gods  greatest gifts 
to me. 
With my father, God has blessed me with 
a different kind of experience. At 85, he 
has suffered sonle minor strokes which 
have left him very alert and quite func- 
tional, but totally delusional. His dclu- 
sions are usually quitc lovely: he  has he- 
come  a billionaire, Prcsident Clinton is 
among his hest Iricnds, and he has remar- 
ricd. Initially he was also extremely para- 
noid, concerned  that since he was  now so 
important,  people  were trying to kill  him. 
However, even in his tcrror we had mo- 
ments of great joy. 
I will  always be thankful for the time that 
he insisted I stand next to him, because he 
was certain that he was gctting taller. As 
I was in front of him, he  leaned forward 

touched my nose with  his. Suddenly all 
a d  with a look of grcat  delight, h e  

the years fell away, and he was a young 
father rubbing noses with  his little girl. 

Lisa Spray 

Answers ithou uestions 

1 found a dollar on the sidewalk the 
other day. I immediately picked it up and 
shoved it into my pocket. Then a strange 
sensation overtook me. I felt as though 
the dollar were burning in  my pockct. I 

It should not be burning.” But I could 
told myself,“No, this is a gift from God. 

not get rid  of  the feeling, so I stuffed it 
intothetithehoxatthemasjidassoonas 
I got therc, thus relieving  myself of my 
burden. 
Were I to argue that my feelings were 
from God  and that I believed my actions 
were dictated hy my true, godly self, my 
words would not be  taken well by most 
people. Some would  say I had  a guilt 
complcx; others would  say I overreacted 
to something trivial. I later told my fian- 
cee about it. To my surprise,  shc had 
once had an identical experience. I con- 
cluded that, though I had  asked no ques- 
tions, I was  given  an answer. I did not 
arme with it. 

When, thercfore, thc incvitable argu- 
ments assail me and thc incscapable 
pressure of being alone in my reverence 
for God alonc rails against my grip on 
reality, let me rcmind mysclf, first, that 
to give  in means to follow other pcople, 
instead of God, no n~atter how I look at 
it. Second, that God will most assuredly 
answer my questions, though in all like- 
lihood not through the mouths of those 
who wish to see me yield. Aud, third, I 
will  make mistakes in my quest for pure 
worship, but by no means does this mean 
that God will forsake mc (Sura 93). 
It takes a lot of inner strength to go it 
alone thc way most of  us do. We can find 
that  strength by holding fast  to the 
Quran and our worship of God alone, 
and hy keeping in touch with each other. 
Perhaps, if many  of  us often find our- 
selves in dchates  that do little more than 
tax our vitality,  we ought instead to leave 
those who seek debate with a  auestion 

When I look to my feelings to assist in my 
judgment, I may act on some  latent guilt 
acquired  during childhood, or I may act 
in a purely godly way, consistent with my 
true  nature. By seeking the clarity of 
vision that comes from worshiping God 
alone, I gradually learn to  accept mysclf . . 
as the beautiful, godly creature  that  God 
created (954). By coming to grips with 
the  truth ofmvexistence. I learn to let PO 

”~ ~ 

and then  depart.  (“What w&ld the 
Prophct have said if he had called the 
adha!l himself?”  “Did  God  bless  
Bukhari with a capacity with  which  only 
angcls had previously been endowcd?”) 
If the goal of thc disputant is to seek 
truth, he will do so and leave us alone.  If 
It I S  not, he will not, and at  this point we 
should leave him alone. Confident si- 
lcnce may thenceforth  be most eloquent. 

Y 

of any past guilt that may have obscured 
my sight. Whenlam on thestraight  path, 
I can understand things that  perhaps I 
could not argue so well were I to debate 
them with words. 
This is indeed a bold assertion to make 
before  those who find themselves unable 
to let go of the  crutches of half-worship 
-those to whom the sight of the word 
“Allah” alone in a masjid or  the  sound  of 
ashahadah inwhich the only name men- 
tioned is “Allah” is frightening. But, in 
the  same way in which God has  made  the 
Quran accessible to all, God has also 
given  us all equally the capacity to know 
right from wrong.  Whcn I read the 
Quran, my heart heals (1057), and my 
ability to  judge all  things correctly he- 
comes ever sharper. 

Ultimately, my greatest obligation is to 
God alone. Let me kcep my mind and 
heart clear and keep in contact with my 
fellow  belicvers. I may  not be able  to 
explain to anyone’s satisfaction why a 

belicvcrs will  give mc thc benefit of the 
dollar burns in  my pocket, hu t  my fellow 

to you,  not  me. And if hy arguing with 
doubt: Whcn God talks to you, He talks 

people who do not seek rcal answers my 
mind becomes cloudy and my heart  frail 
and I can  no longer feel the dollar hurn- 
ing,  then I have made  a worthless sacri- 
fice.Iwould  rathcr haveanswerswithout 
questions  than  questions without an- 
swers. 

Richard  Steven Voss 
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