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TRUE ISLAM (SUBMISSION)

The religion of Islam (Submission
to God alone) as preached by
Prophet Muhammad with the holy
Quran has no place for blind

faith. The Quran shares this knowl-
edge with us in different ways.

When they are told, “Follow
these revelations of God,” They
say,” No, we follow only what we
found our parents doing.” What
if the devil is leading them to the
agony of Hell? (31:21)

We must read the Quran and reflect
on each and every verse of it:

This is a scripture that we sent
down to you, that is sacred—
perhaps they reflect on its verses.
Those who possess intelligence
will take heed. (38:29)

No Blind Faith

The Quran educates us to reflect on
the creations of God to reinforce
our faith in the unseen:

In the creation of the heavens and
the earth, the alteration of night
and day, the ships that roam the
ocean for the benefit of the peo-
ple, the water that God sends
down from the sky to revive dead
land and to spread in it all kinds
of creatures, the manipulation of
the winds and the clouds that are
placed between the sky and the
earth, there are sufficient proofs
for people who understand.
(2:164)

We learn from the Quran that
Prophet Abraham reflected on the
creations of God to learn about
God at his young age:

When the night fell, he saw a
shining planet. “Maybe this is my
Lord,” he said. When it disap-
peared, he said, “I do not like
(gods) that disappear.” When he
saw the moon rising, he said,
“Maybe this is my Lord!” When
it disappeared, he said, “Unless
my Lord guides me, I will be with
the strayers.” When he saw the
sun rising, he said, “This must be
my Lord. This is the biggest.” But
when it set, he said, “O my peo-
ple, I denounce your idola-

try. (6:76-78)

We need to use our faculty of
thinking and reasoning on the crea-
tions of God Almighty, if we want
to be a faithful believer:

Cont’d on Page 2




No Blind Faith

Cont’d from page 1

God brought you out of your
mother’s bellies, knowing noth-
ing, and He gave you the hearing,
the eyesight, and the brains, that
you may be appreciative. Do they
not see the birds committed to fly
in the atmosphere of the sky?

None holds them up in the air ex-
cept God. This should be proof
for people who believe.
(16:78-79)

The innermost part of our faith re-
sides in our mind. If we employ it
rationally, it will bring us closer to
God. If we forsake it then we will
go astray. The reminder comes
from the Quran:

Did they not roam the earth, then
use their minds to understand,
and use their ears to hear? In-
deed, the real blindness is not the
blindness of the eye, but the
blindness of the hearts inside the
chest. (22:46)

The religion of our parents as
preached by scholars, imams and
mullahs educates us not to use our
intellectual faculties in religious
affairs. This education is spread
through some false hadiths. Pur-
portedly, the use of the mind in re-
ligious matters would lead us
astray. The majority of Muslims
uphold this sort of belief even
though it opposes the Quranic
teaching:

When they are told, “Follow what
God has revealed herein,” they
say, “We follow only what we

found our parents doing.” What if

their parents did not understand,
and were not guided? The exam-
ple of such disbelievers is that of
parrots who repeat what they

hear of sounds and calls, without

understanding. Deaf, dumb, and
blind; they cannot understand.
(2:170-171)

Prophet Abraham’s father Azar and
his community were idol worship-
ers. Abraham was a free thinker.
He did not follow the religion of
his father blindly and put his effort
to find the truth as we learn from
the Quran:

He said to his father and his peo-
ple, “What are you worshiping?”

“Is it these fabricated gods, in-
stead of God, that you want?

“What do you think of the Lord of
the universe?”

He looked carefully at the stars.

Then he gave up and said, “I am
tired of this!”

They turned away from him.

He then turned on their idols,
saying, “Would you like to eat?

“Why do you not speak?”

He then destroyed them.
(37:85-93)

How many of us really take heed
from the above example of young
Abraham and verify the religions
that we inherited from our par-
ents? Sadly, most of us blindly fol-
low what our parents, our imams or
our scholars taught us and we do
not bother to think logically. We
learn from the Quran:

Do not have any doubt regarding
what these people worship, they
worship exactly as they found
their parents worshiping. We will
requite them their due share fully,
without any reduction. (11:109)

Do we think that we will get God’s
blessing the easy way without any
test from God? Do we think that
God cites all the examples in the
Quran for entertainment purposes?
What do we learn from the follow-
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ing example of young Abraham
from the Quran?

He said to his father and his peo-
ple, “What are these statues to
which you are devoting your-
selves?”

They said, “We found our parents
worshiping them.”

He said, “Indeed, you and your
parents have gone totally
astray.”

They said, “Are you telling us the
truth, or are you playing?”

He said, “Your only Lord is the
Lord of the heavens and the
earth, who created them. This is
the testimony to which I bear wit-
ness.

“I swear by God, I have a plan to
deal with your statues, as soon as
you leave.”

He broke them into pieces, except
for a big one, that they may refer
to it.

They said, “Whoever did this to
our gods is really a transgres-

”»

sor.

They said, “We heard a youth
threaten them; he is called Abra-
ham.”

They said, “Did you do this to
our gods, O Abraham?”

He said, “It is that big one who
did it. Go ask them, if they can
speak.” (21:52-63)

Prohibiting the use of the mind has
crippled the intellect of Muslims in
comparison with others. The minds
of Muslims have been benumbed
for centuries, neutralized by false
hadith. The teaching of the Quran
gives the mind a noble place. God
deems human beings who do not
use their minds worse than animals,
as understood from this verse:

Cont’d on Page 3
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No Blind Faith

Cont’d from page 2

We have committed to Hell multi-
tudes of jinns and humans. They
have minds with which they do
not understand, eyes with which
they do not see, and ears with
which they do not hear. They are
like animals; no, they are far
worse—they are totally unaware.
(7:179)

God restricts those who do not use
their minds from the fold of the
faithful:

“No soul can believe except in
accordance with God’s will. For
He places a curse upon those who
refuse to understand.” (10:100)

Prophet Moses asked to see God to
reinforce his faith even though he
spoke to God:

When Moses came at our ap-
pointed time, and his Lord spoke
with him, he said, “My Lord, let
me look and see you.” He said,
“You cannot see Me. Look at the
mountain; if it stays in its place,
then you can see Me.” Then, his
Lord manifested Himself to the
mountain, and this caused it
crumble. Moses fell unconscious.
When he came to, he said, “Be
You glorified. I repent to You,
and I am the most convinced be-
liever. (7:143)

Prophet Abraham was a convinced
believer of God, a monotheist sub-
mitter. Yet he demanded a proof
from God to reinforce his faith:

Abraham said, “My Lord, show
me how You revive the dead.” He
said, “Do you not believe?* He
said, “Yes, but I wish to reassure
my heart.” He said, “Take four
birds,study their makes, place a
piece of each bird on top of a hill,
then call them to you. They will
come to you in a hurry. You
should know that God is Al-
mighty, Most Wise. (2:260)

The Quran advises us in the way
we should use our mental faculty:

You shall not accept any informa-
tion, unless you verify it for your-
self. I have given you the hearing,
the eyesight, and the brain, and
you are responsible for using
them. (17:36)

The above verse leads us to com-
prehend that true believers use
their mind and verify information
and choose the best path for them.
These are the real intelligent peo-
ple whose faiths are strength-
ened through verification process
and they are the guided ones:

As for those who discard the wor-
ship of all idols, and devote them-
selves totally to God alone, they
have deserved happiness. Give
good news to My servants. They
are the ones who examine all

words, then follow the best.
These are the one whom God has
guided; these are the ones who
posses intelligence. (39:17-18)

People grow up with blind faith
when they do not think. They just
follow their parents, their imams or
mullahs without understanding.
They utter certain words as inher-
ited from them. Their faith is deliv-
ered by lip service, not from the
heart. However, God is going to
show us what was truly in our mind
on the Day of Judgment:

God thus put you to the test to
bring out your true conviction
and to test to bring out what is in
your heart, and God is fully
aware of your innermost thought.
(3:154)

The Quran teaches us to take les-
sons from life (3:13; 30:21,37;
39:42,52), from nature (16:11,
13.66; 24:44; 26:7,8; 29:44; 13:4;
16:12; 20:54) and from the past
(10:98; 11:103; 12:7; 14:5;
20:128).

Blind faith does not reside in the
heart of Islam.

God be glorified,

Irtaza

And | will bless Your name forever and ever. Every day | will bless You,
And | will praise Your name forever and ever.

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; And His greatness is unsearchable.

One generation shall praise Your works to another; And shall declare Your mighty acts.
| will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty; And on Your wondrous works.

Psalm 145:1-5
| will extol You, my God, O King;
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...Just wanted you to know how
much I like your web site. It has
been extremely helpful to me. I’ve
been thru just about every religion
under the sun, from paganism to
Judaism to Christianity (+through
the various sects within Christian-
ity.) While I would find some an-
swers, there was always something
driving me forward. After reading
the Bible (all of it) and coming
away from that with more ques-
tions, suspicions, doubts, etc. I then
also investigated how the church
got its dogma, how reliable was the
Bible, etc. Needless to say, what I
found surprised me, and sent me
searching even more.

Then I decided to see what Islam
had to say. God, in His grace, had
me hit your web site. I started to
get answers to some long-standing
questions. Then I read the Quran
(still am — though I’'m almost
done). And everything was clear. |
haven’t had such clarity — ever. 1
wish every one would read it.
Unlike the Bible, where I noticed
so many discrepancies, illogical
conclusions, the Quran is clear,
concise, readily understandable (at
least to me). CONSISTENT that I
don’t understand how Christians
can read and think it’s the work of
the devil. It saddens me that the
Old and New Testaments have
been so tampered with. They have

Comments From
Submitters

been so sadly diminished because
human didn’t find God’s words
good enough.

It also shocked me to see that what
calls itself Islam today quite
frankly isn’t. Though I shouldn’t be
shocked. After all, look what
Christians did to Christ. It seems
most people aren’t happy until
they’ve piled up a big mound of
garbage between themselves and
God. Having gone thru so many re-
ligions and seen this happen every
one, imagine my relief in finding a
web site that follows the Quran
only. I, too, have found that the
Quran is all that is necessary — that
plus letting God guide me.

That’s also why I don’t call myself
a Muslim. Not because I’'m not a
Submitter, but because the words
“Islam” and “Muslim” don’t sig-
nify today what they did before.
Instead I call myself a Believer or a
faithful person. In the west, still,
Islam brings to mind only one
thing: a fanatical, terrorist, violent
person. It’s the exact opposite of
what God meant by the word....

Sincerely,
C.J.

[Ed. The comments were through
the submission.org site after Sep-
tember 11, 2001 events. They are
still valid today. Please see the ar-
ticle “True Islam Hijacked” in
September 2004 issue of the Sub-
mitters Perspective
www.masjidtucson.org/publications/bo
0ks/SP/2004/sep/pagel.html ]

As-salamu Alaykum.

I came across several of your news-
letters floating around... and was
surprised that so many of the things
I was feeling and questioning were
answered in the few I read. I love
your newsletter because it keeps
Islam simple.

May I please begin receiving your
papers? I'm a slave of the state of
Texas at the moment and unable to
pay for it, but I feel it’s very vital
to my walk with Allah. So if there
is anything you can do to help me,
it will be greatly appreciated.

May God continue to shine his
peace and mercy upon you and the
true believers. God willing I will
hear from you soon.

Your brother in Islam




